
July 2 1,2004 

Division of Dockets Management (HFA-305) 
The Food and Drug Administration 
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061 
Rockville, MD 20852 

To: Division of Dockets Management (HFA-305) 

Re: Program Priorities in the CFSAN, Request for Comments 
Docket No. 1998N-0359 

Public Citizen is providing you public comments for the program priorities in the Center 
for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition (CFSAN) for fiscal year (FY) 2005. Public health 
concerns exist concerning imported farm raised shrimp; and therefore, and we 
recommend that the U.S. Food and Drug Administration prioritizes imported shrimp 
inspections for FY 2005. 

Shrimp is currently the number one seafood choice for American consumers. 
Approximately 80% of the shrimp consumed in the United States is imported, over half 
of which is farmed raised. Some chemicals, such as chloramphenicol and nitrofurons, are 
used around the world to raise shrimp in coastal farms for exportation to the United 
States. As you know, these chemicals are actually banned by the U.S. FDA. (See attached 
table of all chemicals used in aquaculture.) 

Chloramphenicol is linked to human aplastic anemia, intestinal problems, and 
neurological reactions; while nitrofurons have been found to be carcinogenic. Both are 
widely used to produce shrimp, but both are also banned in the United States, due to the 
FDA’s commitment to protect American consumers and to secure our country’s food 
supply. 

In 200 1, the European Union found high levels of chloramphenicol residue in shrimp 
imported from China, Thailand and Indonesia. As a result, they instituted a rigorous 
100% inspection system, until they were able to get the situation unde$ control. Despite 
the known use of these chemicals overseas, currently, the FDA only inspects less than 1% 
of imported shrimp. This leaves U.S. consumers completely in the dark as to the health 
risks associated with consuming farm raised shrimp. 
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As outlined in the June 24th, 2004 Federal Register Notice request for comments, 
imported shrimp inspections fall under the FY 2004 workplan and program areas, which 
are to be followed for the FY 2005 workplan, as well. Imported shrimp inspections 
uphold the FDA’s domestic health standards, as well as ensure international compliance 
for U.S. food safety. In order to guarantee that imported shrimp is safe for American 
consumers and that it adheres to the current FDA guidelines on chemical usage in foods, 
shrimp inspection should be a priority, and placed on the FDA CFSAN “A-list” for FY 
2005. 

Even the House Committee on Appropriations is focused on the public health concern 
surrounding imported shrimp. The recent House Report 108-584, which accompanied the 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies 
appropriations bill - H.R. 4766, stated: 

The Committee continues to have serious concerns regarding seafood 
safety issues posed by banned antibiotic contamination in farm-raised 
shrimp imports. The Committee recommends that the FDA, in cooperation 
with any state testing programs, continue testing of farm-raised shrimp 
imports for chloramphenicol and other related harmful antibiotics used in 
the aquaculture industry and ensure that any adulterated shrimp that tests 
positive for chloramphenicol or other banned antibiotics will be destroyed 
or exported,from the United States. 

The Food and Drug Administration is responsible for ensuring a safe food supply for 
American consumers, I urge you to recognize this mandate and to prioritize imported 
shrimp inspections and to institute the following: 

1. For one entire year, inspect 100% of shrimp imported into the United States for banned 
chemicals, such as chloramphenicol and nitrofurons. This will allow the FDA to better 
understand the extent of the problem. 

2. Once the year of 100% testing is complete, the agency will devise a testing program 
for imported farm raised shrimp that is based on the prevalence of banned chemicals 
found during the total testing period. 

3. If shrimp entering the US is detected with residues of banned chemicals, the 
contaminated shrimp must be destroyed, rather than dumped back to consumers in the 
country of origin or for use in animal feed. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Wenonah Hauter 
Director 
Critical Mass, Energy and Environment Program 

Attachmenl 

2 



I 
I 

I 



b 6 



(966 I ‘1” 1.~ nX) 
qsg u! sanp!saJ anssg 
ampal saop %~003 

(L66 I i dM1VSEKl 
‘(966 I) !mA”Pn8 

(rooz) 
p 12 %qpIof) 

suy.xls mr?ls!saJ 
30 mawdoIaAaa 

u!xol aagmpoldal 
[~!lWOd 

suemq UT p!o~/cql 
pm laA!I uo sva332 
uogsa%u! Aq 31x0~ 

(zooz ‘P P 
UEtpm?LIEJpA~~ 

E!P~I qinos 
UIO.IJ meld put.? 

qsg u! ~0~1~103 XlaA 
amm!saJ uydLua3!8 

~a.m~Itmnbe yn UI 
paMoIIe LpuaDal asfl 

su~20q~mq~Fg~ns 
ql!M pawqruo:, 

amqnmnbe 
x.n u! w-i 

‘(966 I 7’ $2 nX) 
qsg u! sanpisal anssg 
ampal saop fh.1~003 I ‘(L66I) dkWSBf) 

(L66 I) dEWSED 
‘(9661) !EAsPna 

( rooz) uossGh3 
Pue Punww ‘CL66 I ) 
dINVS%.l ‘(E66I) ‘IV 
12 r?.laAWU!ld ‘(O&j [) 

‘IV la SopKye~ 

(L66 I) dKVSEl!l 

suyns ~uegrsa~30 
IUaUIdOIaAap p!dvH 

sapo!qyIe 
pa$eIaJ lay10 

pm auychhnaldxo 
01 lurtls!sal sy2.m 

30 JuaurdoIaaaa 
uopvpm%ap 

01 lwls!sal sanp!saa 
su!rxls wm!saJ 

30 1uamdoIaAaa 

dl!a!xol 
UO UO!lt?LU.I03U! ON 

urnwads peolq 
pIaid 01 awp!u+d 

-OUFe!p 
ql!M UO!~ElI!qUIO3 - “go!qyn? 

u! pasn Ic~uou~~~o~ ap!umuoqdInS 

uoymlo3u~ 
Dg!Dads ON apyqlaq au!ze!lJ 

s!sopq!n. pue awasrp 
qlnom pal 3paJua 
‘s!sopmum3 lea4 
01 paq u! pagddv 

T 

aloqdopoT 

3!lo!q!lua 
ampFur-!JildouFe!a 

n! j pue u+dolatu.y) aaS 

OE-LmI02I 
30 luauoduIo3 au0 

s.raqlo dueur snId 
au!zEnbV ‘xapeur!S 

slaylo 
Kum sn[d u!durr?j!a 

aU!pO! aUOp!AOd 

slay10 lCuem 
snId ‘u+uc.ua~ 

slaylo snId 
u!Dvxo!a ‘ugzuwt> 

OE-mI4ox 
30 luauodtuo3 

auo - lurldolaur.Io 

6-SE-89 :SV’3 
aurzv~3m 

6-PE-ZZ L SV3 
au!zeur!S 

OS lamox 

I-9P-Z6ZEI :SV3 
uFD!durq!a 

8-l P-SS9SZ :SV3 
xaIdwo:, ampo! 

auop!IolllCd [hI!Ah[Od 

Z-LS-6L :SV’3 
auq3hvslalLxg 

P-6Z-869PI :SV3 
py 3!KuIOXO 

9-81-1869 :SV3 
amp!-ruy~ddoymmp 
-fZ-(Idzuaq-IICqlau 





na U!ql!M paqpd 
spmIp3 POOJ .lOJ asn 

3!XOl lep.I!s SJ!qyxa 
puv lualslslad ~.IOLIJ s! 

‘aleqdlns uqInsopua 
‘mpold u/r\opvala 

.,,snop=zw, 
pue ‘,yq, se 

pagyeI3 iCIsnogm 
pue ‘saujuno3 

moz> wa ‘(8667) 
sBBpa put? ~Ln2.I~ 

‘(6661) ‘Iv ia sauhg 

( r 00~) uowgw 
pm punlsmf) 

‘(L66 T ) dt’WSEl!J 
[PN’Z-ES- 16 

u”!PW/6”aW-aN 
IS~H--kGlH3/s~oPW 
/Ao%~y!wsqa~.lahlas 

-dlu//:duq 
1~ ww*~ saw1 

CL6611 d&‘JVSKl 

(rooz) uossi%uag 
Pup puvw ‘CL66 I> 

dtW-SEW ‘(E66 r) 
'lvla RIaAeLu~.ld 

( rooz) uoss@uaa 
pue punlse33 

‘CL66 I) dlWSElf> 

(rooz) umguaa 
Pue Punls”“t> ‘(966 I) 
‘IV $2 1av-x ‘(~66~) 

IlaSJV ‘(986 t ) 

- 
spnpo.xd lgaur 

*OJ a%um qdd MOI u! 
s[aAal anp!sal ,,aJeS,, 

SpXIUlI?IU 
uI3rxolomaN 

sluagvd 
saw ~03 %w 

sQ pasn uaaq svH 
ua3ou~3.m 

umunq a[q!ssod 

lW!.q 
uoysa%! dq Ingu32H 

su!ws iuws!sal 
.JO luarudolaAa0 

- 

lualyslad 
@I$q @qualod 

sle:, u! uogelaua8ap 
leug21 sasna3 

.Ioldn.ts!p 
aup3opua palDadsng 

sueumq u! 
iur?3!xo~ounurw! pw 

3u!pnl3u! ‘sp!uouqes 
u! suo!ivlsa3u! 
apoieurau pm 

(asgvas) uea3elsnx3 
isu!e% pasn 

uogmlasald paa 
u! pasn A~~~umo~ 

sapaqwq dm!.rqs 
vv as v pue 

uedef u! IyMolIa/C 
II! ysomomdaqs 

pm aseas!p 
Laupg TeF.xaimq 

isu@v pasn 

(paw 
IOU asn as!Dald) 

pu”[!“q~ U! %ly.mJ 

3po!qpur? apq0.m~ 

L-98-88ZOL :SVi3 
up3amaAT 

8-SP-L9 :SV3 
auopyoztxnd 

Z-ES-16 :SV’3 
u!nb/Cxoqq 

‘CLO-PI I :SV3 

9-09-90 156 :SV’3 
up2xogomg 



-l-
---

Y 
T 

I 
I 





t 


